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PRIESTS 
In the book of Hebrews, there is a very important description found of high priests and priests in general.  

 
For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that 
he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can have compassion on those who are ignorant 
and going astray, since he himself is also subject to weakness.   Hebrews 5:1-2  
For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that 
this One also have something to offer.      Hebrews 8:3 

 
This concept is of great importance. It says that a priest is an intercessor for men between men and God. 
It tells us that they bring to God two things: gifts (things pleasing to God that we desire to offer) and 
sacrifices for sins (the petition to remove sin). It also tells us that priests do not make themselves; they 
are appointed by God.  
 
This concept is a result of the sins of men. Men could not directly go to God because of their sins, yet they 
needed someone who could make an intercession or mediation between them and God. Job explains this 
need here: 

For He is not a man, as I am, that I may answer Him, and that we should go to court together. Nor 
is there any mediator between us, who may lay his hand on us both.   Job 9:32-33 

 
Before Moses, righteous men had the ability to offer things to God. Consider Cain and Abel; Abel’s sacrifice 
pleased God, but Cain’s did not. Noah sacrificed to God, as did Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. This was because 
they were selected by God to do so. However, it was under the Law of Moses that a priesthood was 
established from the descendants of Aaron (a descendant of Levi). God very uniquely selected Aaron 
through the blossoming of his staff (consider the significance for a moment that a dead piece of wood was 
brought to life).  
 

"In the tabernacle of meeting, outside the veil which is before the Testimony, Aaron and his sons 
shall tend it from evening until morning before the LORD. It shall be  a statute forever to their 
generations on behalf of the children of Israel.      Exodus 27:21  
 
And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be 
over Aaron's heart when he goes in before the LORD. So Aaron shall bear the judgment of the 
children of Israel over his heart before the LORD continually.    Exodus 28:30 
 
And it shall be that the rod of the man whom I choose will blossom; thus I will rid Myself of the 
complaints of the children of Israel, which they make against you.“  Numbers 17:5 

 
PRIESTHOOD OF MELCHIZEDEK 
The first priest mentioned in the Bible is Melchizedek in Genesis 14. The whole reference is just three 
verses, but they are loaded with power. First, there had been a great battle in which Abram had sent his 
forces to deliver the captives of the city of Sodom, in particular, his nephew Lot. When he returned 
victorious, the Bible says two kings came to meet him. One was the King of Sodom (wickedness), and one 
was the king of Salem (righteousness). Melchizedek brought him sustenance, and the blessing of God. The 



king of Sodom offered him praise and wealth. Abram rejected the praise and wealth of the king of Sodom, 
and instead offered a tenth to the king of Salem.  
 
These events happened sometime around 1800BC. Around 1000BC, the king David, king of that same city 
called Salem, now called Jerusalem, penned these words: 
The LORD has sworn and will not relent, "You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek“  
       Psalm 110:4  
 
No other mention is made of this mysterious king priest. Yet this brief, tantalizing mention is enough to 
set the imagination on fire. The Jewish philosopher Philo speculated at length on the identity of 
Melchizedek. He identified Melchizedek with the Logos as priest of God. There were other writings which 
spoke about Melchizedek as the true atoner for sin, coming one day in judgment. These uninspired 
writings reveal that it was clear that Melchizedek’s mention was significant. But it was not until the book 
of Hebrews that the explanation was made.  
 
MELCHIZEDEK IN HEBREWS 
Two thousand years after he was first mentioned, Melchizedek is again referenced in Hebrews 5 and 
following.  
 

So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: "You 
are My Son, Today I have begotten You.” As He also says in another place: "You are a priest forever 
According to the order of Melchizedek”    Hebrews 5:5 
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, 
first being translated "king of righteousness," and then also king of Salem, meaning "king of 
peace“         Hebrews 7:1-2 
 

The writer of Hebrews is attempting to explain a great mystery. How could Jesus, who was descended 
from the tribe of David, be a High Priest? Only those form the tribe of Levi could be priests. The Hebrew 
writer explains that the answer lies in this Melchizedek and the promises of God. God had told Abraham 
that through him all nations would be blessed. Then in Genesis 14 we see Abraham (the great grandfather 
of Levi) submit to a priesthood greater than him. Thus we can conclude that this is a priesthood greater 
than that of Aaron through Levi.  
 
The Writer goes on to discuss the implied qualifications of the priesthood of Melchizedek. First, there is 
the requirement of an unending life (Hebrews 7:16). Second, there is the requirement of an oath from 
God Himself (Hebrews 7:21). Only Jesus Christ fulfills these two qualifications.  
 
But what is truly astounding is this: Everyone in Jesus Christ is part of this priesthood. Consider the 
words of the Apostles:  

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  
         1 Peter 2:9 

We are called by God through Christ (John 6:44 with John 12:32). We are offered an unending life 
through Christ (John 11:26). Thus, when we put on the garment of priesthood, that is, when we put on 
Christ in baptism, we too are priests of the order of Melchizedek.  


